


Norfolk Coast Partnership 
 
The Norfolk Coast Partnership was set up in 1991 (as the Norfolk Coast Project) to promote 
the sustainable use of the Norfolk Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and to: 
Conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the area  
To facilitate and enhance the public enjoyment, understanding and appreciation of the area.  
To provide sustainable forms of social and economic development that in themselves 
conserve and enhance the areas natural beauty.  
 
We receive funding from the Countryside Agency, Norfolk County Council, North Norfolk 
District Council and Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council. 
 
We work in close partnership with many organisations and individuals who have an interest 
in the area.  This umbrella role is vital to enabling the Partnership to solve issues facing the 
area in an effective and balanced way. 
 
 
Aim of the 2001 Conference 
To raise awareness of the many traffic and transport issues in the Norfolk Coast AONB and 
the Norfolk Coast Transport Strategy. To provide information, create understanding and 
promote thought about rural transport through a national, regional, local and individual 
perspective. 
 
Why transport? 
Norfolk Coast Partnership work in the early 1990s identified the “peace and tranquillity” of the 
Norfolk Coast as one of the main attractions of living and visiting the area.  The Norfolk 
Coast Partnership is aware that transport and traffic issues are high on many local agendas. 
 
Audience 
The audience is invited from local, regional and national interest groups and individuals, 
Norfolk Coast Partnership, Councillors and local authority officers, local parishes, 
conservation and countryside management agencies.  
 
 

TRANSPORT  
- Going somewhere? 
4th  Annual Norfolk Coast AONB Community Conference 
 
 

 































Probably the 
best-known 
feature of 
that strategy 
was the 
zoning map, 

which tried to zone the AONB in terms of different sensitivities to visitor pressures. It also 
contains sections on a number of different issues relating to visitors. You can see that 
there are Local Communities and Local Economy, Landscape and Archaeology, Habitats 
and Wildlife, Pollution, Information and Interpretation and Recreation. Back in 1995 Traffic 
and Transport was already an important section within the strategy. 

Within the Traffic and Transport section there were policies on improving public transport. 
That gave rise to the Coastliner bus service, as it was then - now called the CoastHopper 
from this year - before the arrival of any transport strategy. 

Another area of concern was car parking, 
especially north of the Coast Road. This 
is parking on the quay at Blakeney, as I'm 
sure many of you will recognise. 

There were also policies covering 
highway management, particularly the 
engineering response to increases in 
traffic, increases in signage to try and 
direct the traffic more effectively, highway 
furniture - the kerbing, bollards and so on. 
Policies on infrastructure, how verges 
were managed (putting kerbs on rural 
verges and changing the character of those roads). All these are knock-on effects of the 
engineering response to increased traffic. 

There was also a recreation section, which looked at trying to promote other forms of 
transport for visitors using the area, for example cycling. That gave rise to the 
development of the Norfolk Coast Cycleway, straight from the Visitor Management 
Strategy. 

Once again that was before the Norfolk Coast Transport Strategy came into being so 
there was quite a bit of progress made on doing something about increasing levels of 
traffic and the effects of traffic from quite early on in the Visitor Management Strategy. 
Probably the most important policy in this section of the Visitor Management Strategy was 
to develop and implement a traffic management and transportation study to achieve 
sensitive management of visitor traffic. It was recognised as an important issue, and one 
that needed quite a bit more thought, even at that stage. 

Sometimes the policies you write in strategies actually happen! In this case it did and 
particularly with the help of support from Ingrid Floering Blackman, we got Norfolk County 
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Ian Shepherd: The County Council have done a lot of very careful consultation which has 
been very valuable. You have to think of where you want to go a longer term and to be 
patient, because it often does involve changes of attitude that doesn't come quickly. You 
could run it for a short time, say it's not working, and give up, do something else, but you 
have to stick with it. If you know where you want to go long-term you can perhaps think 
what steps to take to get there, and perhaps we're in that situation with quiet lanes. 

Colin Speakman: I must say how invaluable the experience of Norfolk is proving to us in 
the North of England. There's lots we're learning and hopefully there may be some 
experience that we can bring back to Norfolk in due course, so please carry on the good 
work. 

Kevin Hart- Kelling Heath Holiday Park: We have to accept that no matter how much 
we promote bus services, you're not going to stop cars travelling within the AONB. We 
haven't had any mention at all tonight of alternative fuels and cleaner fuels for the 
environment. What can be done to encourage people in the AONB to use alternative fuels 
- LPG, bio-diesel, etc?

Jill Fisher: Until you get enough alternative fuel depots and, with electric cars, areas 
where you can plug it and you reach a threshold where it becomes people aren't going to 
do it. The only places where, for example, bus companies are using alternative fuels is in 
city centres where there's been an encouragement to do so by restrictions on other 
vehicles. So it's harder to see how you might apply that in a rural area. 

Floor: Shouldn't we in the AONB be encouraging people to sell LPG at filling stations? 

Colin Speakman: I had an experience travelling last year in Hungary and Slovakia, 
countries, which are much poorer than us. I was with a friend whose vehicle is powered 
by LPG. There was a network in rural Slovakia of LPG stations that allowed us to manage 
perfectly. The good news is that it costs about half that of diesel, so there's a huge 
saving. I fear that it may be the petrol companies that are holding it back. Could it be that 
we could work with one or two of the big manufacturers, like Calor, and have a pioneering 
scheme in Norfolk? If Norfolk County Council alone persuaded their employees to use it, 
that would generate enough business. It produces something like half the omissions and 
on a standard car, about half the cost. 

Floor: I'd like to go back to the parking and the bus issue. Would it not be possible, in car 
parks associated with a bus stop, where your parking ticket can be deducted from the bus 
fare, so that you can park your car there and get that money back if you use the bus. 

Colin Speakman: That already happens in the North York Moors National Park. Does it 
happen anywhere else? 

Jill Fisher: Well, it happens in park and ride. 

Colin Speakman: I think the problem is that the District Councils or whoever manages the 
car parks and the County Council pays for the bus. It's getting two heads together to co­
operate and make it work. 

Anna Graves: It's not an insurmountable problem. 
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