
 

Explore More Rides 

Enjoy a cycle ride along an extensive 
network of off-road tracks around the 
parish of Bircham 

What to expect 
 
This route takes you from Sandringham to explore 
a network of long, straight, off-road farm tracks 
through a quiet, open, arable landscape and link 
the settlements of Bircham Newton, Great 
Bircham and Bircham Tofts. 

Allow approximately 4 hours for this 14 mile ride. 
Approximately 40% of the ride is off-road, mostly 
on unclassified roads — unsurfaced tracks which 
are generally compact with loose stones and sand 
on the surface.  There are also long grassy tracks. 

As an alternative, start from Bircham to enjoy a 
shorter circular route of just 6 miles.  Allow about 2 
hours for this shorter ride, 75% of which will be off-
road. 
 

Getting started 

There is a choice of start points depending on the 
distance you wish to cycle. 

For the 14 mile ride, start at the car park for 
Sandringham Visitor Centre, on Wolferton Road in 
Sandringham, PE35 6EH (follow tourist signs). 

For a shorter 6 mile ride, start at Bircham 
Windmill, Snettisham Road, Great Bircham, PE31 
6SJ (mill open Easter to September only). 

A section of this route is along Sustrans National 
Cycle Route 1 which also forms part of the Norfolk 
Coast Cycleway between King’s Lynn and Great 
Yarmouth.  Other ideas for cycle rides in the area 
can be found in the Norfolk Coast Cycleway guide. 

Along the way 
 
This ride takes you along gently undulating slopes 
initially under the shade of woodland around 
Sandringham before emerging into a landscape of 
open arable fields dotted with shelter belts and 
small woods and linked by a series of long, hedge 
lined, unsurfaced tracks.  Many of the houses in 
the small villages and settlements are built with 
local carstone, an orange-brown ferruginous 
sandstone.  The pretty villages are linked by long 
straight roads neatly edged on either side with 
grass verges. 

In addition to the well known Sandringham estate 
and prominent Bircham Windmill, the ride passes 
the pretty church of St Peter’s in Shernborne, well 
worth a visit. 

The ride crosses the Peddars Way a couple of 
times.  This 93 mile National Trail starts at 
Knettishall Heath in Suffolk and finishes at Holme-
next-the-Sea on the Norfolk coast. 
 

Refreshments 

Various refreshments are available at the start and 
finish of the long ride at a choice of restaurants at 
the Sandringham Visitor Centre.  

Bircham Windmill also has a café.  This is 
approximately half way on the longer ride and also 
the alternative start and finish point for the shorter 
ride (mill open Easter to September only). 

The ride also passes the Kings Head public house 
in Great Bircham, opposite Bircham Stores. 
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https://www.sandringhamestate.co.uk/
http://www.birchamwindmill.co.uk/
http://www.birchamwindmill.co.uk/
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map/route/hull-to-fakenham
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map/route/hull-to-fakenham
http://www.norfolkcoastaonb.org.uk/partnership/cycling/78
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/peddars-way-and-norfolk-coast-path/information
https://www.sandringhamestate.co.uk/
http://www.birchamwindmill.co.uk/
http://www.the-kings-head-bircham.co.uk/


 

 
7 At the junction of paths, bear right onto  
Peddars Way for a short distance, then left to 
continue over the hill on the track. Note; if you are 
doing the shorter ride from Bircham Mill, turn left 
to cycle a section of Peddars Way, left at the 
junction and then left again to the mill at point 3. 

On reaching Fring Road continue ahead and cycle 
into Shernborne.   

Cycle through the Shernborne on Fring Road as it 
winds round to the left and continue up the hill.  As 
the road bears sharp right continue ahead onto 
the farm track, the last off-road section, and cycle 
up the hill to the road. 

9 Turn right onto Ling Hill road and retrace 
your ride back to Sandringham; turning left at the 
cross roads, right at the T-junction and left beside 
the park gates to return to the car park. 

 
Turn left at the end of the track onto Lynn Road 
and cycle with care on this busy B road.  Pass the 
Kings Head Hotel, Bircham Stores and the King 
George VI Primary School. 
 
4  At the war memorial, turn left signposted  
To Bircham Windmill. After a short distance, turn 
first right into Fring Road. 

6 After approximately 1 mile, turn left beside 
the pump house onto a long, grassy farm track.  

Cross the road onto the opposite track and 
continue up the hill. 

The ride . . .  

1 From the car park in Sandringham turn left 
out of the entrance. (For the shorter ride from 
Bircham Windmill, start at point 3). Turn right at 
the T-junction beside the stunning park gates, 
then left onto Admiral’s Drive, signposted 
‘Sawmills’. 

Turn right at the crossroads just after passing the 
school onto Ling House Road for a long, steady 
climb to the end.  Turn left at the T-junction. 
 
2  Turn first right and continue ahead as the 
road becomes an unsurfaced farm track.  Follow 
this first off-road track for 2.25 miles, passing the 
Peddars Way junction along the way.   

To return to the ride from here, turn left out of the 
mill, cross the road into the track opposite and turn 
left onto the lane at the end. 

5 Explore More tip  

Allow time to visit the 14th Century St Mary’s 
Church.  You can find this by cycling along 
Church Lane, opposite the war memorial. The 
tower of the church is pretty unusual, unlike many 
other churches of a similar period which have had 
additional parapets added, this tower is unaltered.   
The builders at the time were not above a bit of 
recycling; roman bricks can be found in the fabric 
of the building.  

Return along Church Lane and cross the road 
towards Bircham Windmill 

3 Explore more tip 

To visit Bircham Windmill, 
their café and toilets, turn 
left just before reaching 
the road.  Cross the 
road at the end onto 
the tarmac track 
opposite to reach the 
mill (seasonal opening 
times). 

8 Explore More tip  

Call in at St Peter’s Church, a formerly decayed 
medieval church rebuilt in 1898.  The church has 
one of the finest Norman fonts in England. 



 

Key to map 
Sandringham via Bircham 
Off-road sections  
Short route  

 

Unfamiliar with the area then the 
Ordnance Survey Explorer series map 
Norfolk Coast West number 250  
covers this area. 

Explore More Rides 

Enjoy a cycle ride along an 
extensive network of off-

road tracks around the 
parish of Bircham. 



 

Cycle hire* 

Nearest cycle hire is A E Wallis Cycle Hire at 
Heacham, visit www.aewallis.co.uk or phone 
01485 571683 (approx 6.5 miles from Bircham).  

 

Explore More tips 

Why not plan a whole day?  
After finishing the cycle ride 
and enjoying either a picnic 
in the park or refreshments 
at Sandringham, you could 
explore the park, gardens or 
house. 
 
Or if doing the shorter ride, treat yourself to lunch 
at Bircham Windmill and visit this interesting mill 
set in the quiet west Norfolk countryside 

Share the space 

The Explore More Rides offer a mix of off-road, 
quiet lanes and other roads for cycling along a 
network of bridleways and byways.  The off-road 
routes are also used by farm vehicles, so please 
take care at all times when following these routes. 
In wet weather, off-road paths become muddy and 
therefore more challenging if cycling — be 
prepared to occasionally walk some sections!   
 
When using off-road routes please remember 

 Be prepared to slow down and stop for other 
users including walkers, horses, farm traffic 
or other vehicles. 

 Keep to an appropriate speed for the type of 
track and amount of other users. 

 Slow down at junctions and bends. 

Courtesy 

 When you approach walkers, horse riders 
and other cyclists from behind, remember 
that cycles can be silent.  Use your a bell or 
call out to warn of your approach and please 
pass others sensibly whether on road, path 
or track. 

* Bircham Windmill (01485 578383) previously 
operated their own on-site cycle hire. An updated 
list of cycle hirers can be found in the Norfolk 
Coast AONB website cycling section.  

The Norfolk Coast  
area of outstanding natural  

beauty (AONB) is one of 42 AONBs  
in England and Wales, which together 

 with 13 national parks comprise our finest 
landscapes, rich in wildlife and cultural 

heritage. 
 

The Norfolk Coast Partnership is funded by 
Defra and local authorities to bring local 
organisations together to conserve and 
enhance the area’s natural beauty and 

promote its sustainable use  
and enjoyment.  

Published by Norfolk Coast Partnership — www.norfolkcoastaonb.org.uk  

http://www.aewallis.co.uk/

