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Norfolk Coast Cycleway Explorers 

Loops off the Norfolk Coast Cycleway 

 

4: Docking loop 

A ‘get away from it all’ explorer loop taking you 

from bustling Burnham Market deep into the 

Norfolk countryside. Through Stanhoe with its 

idyllic village pond, alongside Houghton Hall with 

the white fallow deer herd and then the iconic 

working Bircham Windmill.  A country ride with fine 

views and the occasional challenging undulation 

along the way. 

.   

 
 

The Norfolk Coast area of outstanding natural beauty 

(AONB) is one of 46 AONBs in the UK, which together 

with 15 national parks comprise our finest landscapes, 

rich in wildlife and cultural heritage. 

The Norfolk Coast Partnership is funded by Defra and 

local authorities to bring local organisations together to 

conserve and enhance the area’s natural beauty and 

promote its sustainable use and enjoyment. 

 

 

This Explorer route is free 

to use and best used with 

the general information 

and map key sheet. Map 

and information taken 

from the Norfolk Coast 

Cycleway map guide 

priced at £2.50   

[01/2018] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norfolk Coast Cycleway 

map © Norfolk Coast 

Cycling Initiative 2012.  First 

published 1998, based on 

1997 NCN Hull to Fakenham 

map with kind permission of 

Sustrans, Bristol.  Also 

based on 1946 Ordnance 

Survey maps with additional 

information obtained from 

aerial photographs and field 

surveys by Stirling Surveys. 

Map production by Stirling 

Surveys 1998. 
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Docking Explorer (32 miles) 

Commencing from the NCN Route 1 though the 

popular bustling village of Burnham Market follow 

the Docking road (1) out of the village before 

turning off to Stanhoe.  All Saints Church features 

impressive stained glass – and a stone coffin lid 

attributed to Sir Hervey de Stanhoe, a former 

Sheriff of Norfolk who died in 1297.  Stanhoe has 

a large village pond and pub, worth noting is the 

base of the old market cross (2). Take care riding 

along the B1155 main road and the tall cranes (3) 

you see after crossing the Docking to Syderstone 

road are at Bircham Newton, a former RAF station 

now a Construction Industry Training Board site. 

After passing St Mary’s Church in the small hamlet 

of Bagthorpe (4) there’s a while before reaching 

New Houghton (5).  Houghton Hall (6) was built 
in the 1720s by Sir Robert Walpole, Britain’s first 

Prime Minister (open during the summer).  Inside 

is a display of some 20,000 model soldiers, in the 

grounds is St Martin’s Church and white fallow 

and even the wind turbines. . . (16) Courtyard 

Farm is an truly organic farm with public 
access, wildflower displays and bunkhouse barn 

accommodation. 

Additional information 

Cycle hire nearby: 

Heacham; A E Wallis, Station Road  

01485 571683 www.aewallis.co.uk 

Burnham Deepdale:  Deepdale Bike Hire 

01485 210614 www.deepdalebackpackers.co.uk 

Public Transport: 

Traveline East Anglia 0871 200 2233 

www.travelineeastanglia.org.uk  

Rail Station: King’s Lynn  0345 026 4700 
www.thameslinkrailway.com 

Visitor information: 

West Norfolk — www.visitwestnorfolk.com  

Tourist Information Centres at King’s Lynn 01553 

763044 and Hunstanton 01485 532610 

Hunstanton www.hunstanton-info.com 

Houghton Hall  www.houghton.com 

Bircham Windmill  www.birchamwindmill.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: Every effort has been made to 
ensure that the information contained here is accurate. 
The Norfolk Coast Partnership does not accept 
responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions, or 
their consequences. 

deer, which you may see as you ride alongside 

the park along with (7) fine views of the Hall from 
the road into Great Bircham.   

Great Bircham (8), has the first Cross of Sacrifice 
to be erected in the country after the Second 

World War, unveilled by George VI in 1946. St 

Mary’s Church, the war cemetery, relating to 

former RAF Bircham, includes Canadian, New 

Zealand . . . and German graves. Easter to 

October working Bircham Windmill (9) offers 
refreshments and cycle hire, breadmaking and  

sheeps cheese.  A bridleway (10) takes you into 

the village of Fring (12) with the Church of All 
Saints prominent.  

Take care along the long steady climb into 

Docking (13), St Mary the Virgin Church (14) has 

a stunning example of modern stained glass, 

celebrating the life of a local master baker. The 

top of the tower equals the height of the hills at 

Sheringham, Norfolk’s highest point.  Docking with 

its pub and shops was once called Dry Docking 

because of its difficulty in finding water. At 

Thornham Corner (15) there are sea glimpses 

 
The Peddars Way  

National Trail (11) crosses  
Explorer Loops 1, 2 and 3 as 

it follows the route of a Roman road 
from Knettishall Heath in Suffolk to the 
Norfolk coast at Holme-next-the-Sea. 
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/peddarsway 

With a few simple detours it is possible  
to cycle this route *Cyclists should 
note that the Norfolk Coast Path  

has Public Footpath status 
only 

Explore a little further . . . 

Explore More is a set of off-road cycle routes 

including a Sandringham to Bircham off-road 

route norfolkcoastaonb.org.uk/cycling.  

There is also a selection of Explore More walking 

routes providing opportunities to explore away 

from the more popular routes. Ideas and guidance 

catering for less able, wheelchair, pushchair and 

pram users then check out the Access for all 

pages on the website. 

http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/peddarsway
http://www.norfolkcoastaonb.org.uk/cycling

