
Holt to Sheringham via Kelling Heath 

Use the bus or steam train for a day out and enjoy a linear walk through pine forest and  
heathland north of Holt down to the shingle ridge and soft cliffs on the way to Sheringham. 

Getting started 

This linear walk starts from the North Norfolk Railway station 
in High Kelling.  The route takes you to Sheringham via Kelling 
Heath and along the coast, before returning using the bus or 
train.  To avoid a wait for public transport after the walk, start 
in Sheringham and catch the bus or train to Holt at the 
beginning of the day and then walk back to Sheringham. 

Whether using public transport at the start or the end of the 
day, the details are the same.  Sanders bus services 5 and 9 
between Sheringham and Holt with timetable information from 
Sanders direct or Traveline website (tel. 0871 200 22 33).  

Instead of the bus, you could treat yourself to a ride on a North 
Norfolk Railway steam train.  The timetable is seasonal,  
check the website for opening times or ring 01263 820800. 

Ordnance Survey Norfolk Coast Central Explorer map number 
251 covers this area. 

Refreshments 

Start the day with a visit to Kemps Cabin 
in High Kelling Post Office near the start 
of the walk for a coffee or to buy a 
sandwich for a picnic lunch. 

After approximately three miles you reach 
the Old Reading Room in Kelling, a 
bookshop and café, open daily until 4pm.  
After around five miles a short diversion 
inland from the Weybourne car park will 
bring you to the BunTeas café, the 
Coffee Bar in Weybourne Village Store 
and the Ship Inn public house. 

What to expect 

Allow about 5 hours for this 8 mile walk.  After a short stretch 
of road walking at the start, the vast majority of the walk is off-
road along rural footpaths.  The walk is quite challenging with 
almost a mile of shingle bank plus a steep climb up to the 
coastguard lookout point on Skelding Hill near the end of the 
walk. 

The linear walk explores many different aspects of the Norfolk 
landscape, from pine woods at the start in High Kelling to the 
fabulous Kelling Heath, then down to the coast through a 
wooded valley and grazing marshes behind the shingle bank 
before finishing with a cliff top walk. 

North Norfolk Railway 

Shingle bank, Cley to Weybourne  

Old Reading Room 

Version: Nov/2016 

Holt to Sheringham via Kelling Heath 

http://www.sanderscoaches.com/
http://www.traveline.info/
http://www.nnrailway.co.uk/
http://www.nnrailway.co.uk/
http://www.theshipinnweybourne.com/


The Norfolk Coast area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) is one of 42 AONBs in England and Wales, which together with 13 
national parks comprise our finest landscapes, rich in wildlife and cultural heritage. 

The Norfolk Coast Partnership is funded by Defra and local authorities to bring local organisations together to conserve and enhance 
the area’s natural beauty and promote its sustainable use and enjoyment.  

The landscape 

Kelling Heath is on a ridge overlooking an area of 
the coast where there is a combination of  high 
ground, long seaward views and a mosaic of 
heathland habitats.  

The light sandy soils and good views across low 
lying areas would have been attractive to early 
settlers and Kelling Heath is one of the richest 
known early Mesolithic sites, with scattered flint 
work found over an extensive area. Heathland 
developed on light sandy soils, which dry out 
rapidly and the soil would have been too acidic to 
use for agriculture.  It is possible that this heath 
might have been here for many generations. 

Along the way . . . 

It is fascinating to see the stark change in the landscape 
on this walk.  When you are walking beside the sea, you 
can see where the soft, sandy cliffs rise out of the 
shingle bank at Weybourne, marking the end of the flat 
coastline from the Wash.   

Having made the effort to walk along the shingle ridge in 
the west, the change of landscape to cliffs is quite 
remarkable.  These soft cliffs, which rise in Weybourne, 
continue for approximately 35 kilometres to beyond 
Happisburgh in the east, where sand dunes become the 
barrier between the sea and land rather than cliffs or 
shingle banks, as seen in this walk. 

Explore more . . .  

For a shorter walk using the train, you could turn 
inland on reaching the car park at Weybourne 
and walk along Beach Road to the village.   

Take a look at the church and ruins of the 
Augustinian Weybourne Priory on the way up to 
the Sheringham Park station on the North Norfolk 
Railway and catch a train to Kelling or 
Sheringham.  

The station is signposted opposite the church via 
Church Street and Holt Road.  
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Walk instructions 

1 Start at the North Norfolk Railway’s Holt station at High Kelling or the bus stop at the 
station entrance. Turn left along the Old Cromer Road and continue ahead on reaching the 
A148 Cromer Road, using the pathway on the left.   Pass High Kelling Post Office.  

Turn left after a short distance onto Bridge Road then right onto the public footpath along the 
long, straight, gravel drive, Warren Road.  Pass the sports fields, continuing ahead as the 
surface becomes a concrete track and eventually a grass path just after passing a farmhouse. 

On reaching the caravan site, go through the wooden barriers and turn left shortly afterwards 
just before the caravan park road: there is a waymark post with a yellow NCC waymark and a 
‘No tourers beyond this point’ sign.  Follow the track ignoring all side turns and passing a sign 
indicating ‘Kelling Heath SSSI’ is ahead.   

Cross the railway line with great care at the gates and continue in the same direction on the 
main public footpath, ignoring all side turns. Cross the road (Holgate Hill) and continue on the 
track almost opposite through the heath. You can enjoy public access on the heath – if you 
divert to the right to Telegraph Hill there are fabulous views across the coast, however, 
remember where the main track is!  The second map highlights the paths on Kelling Heath. 

At the junction of paths, continue ahead onto a restricted byway: there is a waymark post 
indicating the direction down the hill.  Walk through the wooded valley to the end of the path. 

Cross the A149 coast road with great care and turn left onto the permissive path to walk 
behind the roadside hedge into Kelling. 

2 To reach the coast; take the track opposite the Old Reading Room Tea Room, which 
goes northwards at a right angle to the A149 coast road.  After about half a mile turn right at 
the waymark post to walk along the farm track between two fields, go through the wooden 
barriers and up the slope to Kelling Hard.  Turn right on the shingle bank and keeping the sea 
on your left, start to walk towards Sheringham on the Norfolk Coast Path. 

3 After about a mile, you reach some fishing boats and Weybourne Beach Road car park. 

 

To continue to Sheringham, follow the Norfolk Coast Path acorn waymarks along the top of the 
cliffs for approximately 3 miles. Keep back from the crumbling cliff edge. On reaching 
Sheringham, there are several alternatives to reach the North Norfolk Railway station and 
adjacent bus stops on Railway Approach, including walking up the High Street.  Return to Holt 
either via the North Norfolk Railway or bus (i.e. Sanders service 5 and 9). 

Explore More tip…… you have walked almost 3 miles.  There is the option here to catch 
the Coasthopper bus to Sheringham, returning to Holt either by steam train or another 
bus.  There are refreshments just across the road at the Old Reading Room Tea Room.   

Explore More tip…..you have now walked almost 5 miles.  For refreshments in 
Weybourne and another Coasthopper bus stop, go through the car park and along Beach 
Road.  Either return to the coast to continue walking to Sheringham or catch a bus. 

Weybourne from Kelling Heath 
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Distance 8 miles  

Time 5 hours 

Start point Holt Station, High Kelling. 
Grid ref OS map 251 TG094394 

Public transport Bus stop Holt Rail 
Station, Cromer Road, High Kelling. 

Bus Service Sanders 5, North 
Walsham to Holt or North Norfolk 
Railway Sheringham to Holt 

Refreshments High Kelling: Kemps 
Cabin; Kelling: Old Reading Room.  
Various choices in Holt, Weybourne 

Route over 
Kelling Heath 
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