
Cley-next-the-Sea via Glandford and Wiveton 

Enjoy a beautiful woodland and river valley walk hidden away from the busy 
coast, with fabulous panoramic views from an intriguing remnant of the Ice Age. 

Getting started 

Catch the Coasthopper bus service between Hunstanton and 
Cromer, ask for the bus stop adjacent to the Delicatessen, 
Coast Road, Cley. Alternatively catch Sanders circular service 
number 46 between Holt, Blakeney and Wells. Timetable 
information can be found on the Traveline website or 
telephone 0871 200 22 33.     

Unfamiliar with the area?  You might find it helpful to take a 
map with you.  The Ordnance Survey map covering Cley-next-
the-Sea in the Explorer Series is Norfolk Coast Central, 
number 251. 

Refreshments 

The Three Swallows public house on Newgate Green is 
close to the start and finish point of this walk. Children 
and dogs are welcome.     

If following the Explore More tip, you will see The Art 
Café in the Manor Farm Barns complex in Glandford.  
You will also pass Natural Surroundings Wildlife Garden 
and Nature Reserve and their Little Café in the Woods. 
Dogs on leads are welcome in the café and nature 
reserve.  

Finally, with approximately one mile to go, you could call 
in for refreshments on your way back as you pass the 
multi-award winning Wiveton Bell public house in 
Wiveton.  

What to expect 

This 4.7 mile walk takes approximately 2.5 hours. Apart from 
Wiveton Downs this walk is along a mix of country roads so be 
aware of other road users. There is a bit of a steep climb to 
reach the top of Wiveton Downs but the spectacular views 
from the top are well worth the effort! 

Add at least 1.5 hours extra if walking 3.3 miles for the 
extended Bayfield Bird Walk around one of Norfolk’s loveliest 
country estates to discover a wealth of farmland and woodland 
birds. This extended walk is also quite hilly. 
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https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/east/coasthopper
http://www.traveline.info/
http://thethreeswallows.co.uk/
http://www.art-cafe.org/
http://www.art-cafe.org/
http://www.naturalsurroundings.info/
http://www.naturalsurroundings.info/
http://www.wivetonbell.co.uk/


The landscape . . . 

From the top of Wiveton Down, you can appreciate 
the wind-swept beauty of the coast and catch a 
glimpse of Scolt Head Island and Blakeney Spit in the 
distance. 

Wiveton Down is a long ridge of land called the 
Blakeney Esker.  During the last two and a half 
million years, Norfolk experienced a range of 
climates.  The land was covered by an ice-sheet with 
intervals much warmer than today.  An esker is a long 
winding mound of sand and gravel which marks the 
route of a river flowing under a glacier.  As the glacier 
ice melted away, sand and gravel that had been 
carried by the river was left behind in the shape of a 
long ridge. 

Along the way . . . 

On returning to Cley, you cross the beautiful late 13th 
Century Wiveton Bridge over the River Glaven, with 
lovely views across the low-lying meadows.  In the 
medieval period, Cley-next-the-Sea was an important 
fishing port with some local fishermen involved in 
fisheries off Norway and Iceland. Imports included 
salt, timber and canvas whilst salted fish and grain 
were exported. The Glaven channel was more 
substantial than today and tidal conditions extended 
as far south as Glandford. To help imagine this 
scene, there are two paintings in St Mary’s Church, 
Wiveton, giving just a hint how the Glaven Estuary 
might have looked a few hundred years ago. 

Explore more . . . 

Call in at BIRDscapes Gallery in Glandford or at 
Natural Surroundings Café to pick up a Bayfield Bird 
Walk leaflet and enjoy a feeling of privacy whilst 
walking around the permissive paths on the beautiful 
Bayfield Estate.  Bayfield Hall, an 18th century 
country house set in parkland, was developed on the 
site of an earlier Tudor house and medieval village.  
The formal designed woodlands, partially walled 
parkland, lake and meadows contrast with the 
surrounding mosaic of heath and arable land.  Look  
out for some large pollarded veteran oak trees dating 
from 300 to 700 years old. 

Veteran Oak, Bayfield  
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The Norfolk Coast area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) is one of 42 AONBs in England and Wales, which together with 13 

national parks comprise our finest landscapes, rich in wildlife and cultural heritage. 

The Norfolk Coast Partnership is funded by Defra and local authorities to bring local organisations together to conserve and 

enhance the area’s natural beauty and promote its sustainable use and enjoyment. 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/blakeneyEskerExplored/geology.html
http://birdscapesgallery.co.uk/


Walk instructions . . . 

 
1 Start from the bus stop at the junction beside the delicatessen and walk along the High  
Street. Turn left and walk up Town Yard, then right onto Church Lane. 
 
Walk along Church Lane and turn right onto the public footpath in front of Knoll House leading 
to St Margaret’s Church. After looking around the church, walk down to the road and cross the 
green opposite the Three Swallows Public House and continue ahead on the road signposted 
to Wiveton and Glandford.  
 
2 Cross at the crossroads and follow this quiet country road for almost a mile to Glandford. 
 
Turn right at the corner and cross the river via the footbridge beside the ford. Passing St 
Martin’s Church and the Shell Museum on the left just after the river (both are well worth 
exploring) and walk to the cross roads beside Manor Farm Barns. 

 
 

 
 

3     To continue the walk, from the crossroads beside Manor Farm Barns walk up the road 
signposted to Wiveton Downs. 
  
Turn right at the ‘permissive path to Wiveton Down’ finger post and climb up the hill through 
the bracken.  Go through the gate and bear left up the steps: there are seats at the top. 
Continue on the well walked track across the top of the downs enjoying the fabulous views of 
the coast.  Pause at the information panel explaining interesting geology of the Blakeney 
Esker, then cross the car park and leave via the wooden gate. 
 

4 Turn right on reaching the road and walk down the hill towards Wiveton. At the junction 
beside the Wiveton Bell, cross the green to visit St Mary’s Church.  After visiting the church 
turn left to walk over Wiveton Bridge. Turn left at the cross roads and retrace your steps to the 

3 Explore More tip …………. to extend the walk by 3.3 miles and to enjoy a fabulous 
walk through the Bayfield estate on permissive paths, turn left at the cross roads and call 
into BIRDscapes Gallery, Art Café or CleySpy and ask for the Bayfield Bird Walk leaflet.  
Waymarks guide you along permissive paths throughout this walk and the informative bird 
walk leaflet will help guide you round the trail.  The walk leads you through woodland with 
massive old oaks, around the edge of the park with fabulous views across the parkland 
and lake towards Bayfield Hall, it passes the Little Café in the Wood before winding along 
beside the River Glaven.   Please stay on the way marked permissive paths and keep 
dogs on leads in the estate.  Alternatively, if you would just like to visit the Wildflower 
Centre and Little Café at Natural Surroundings, look out for the notice just before crossing 
the ford and take the waymarked path along the river. Go up the hill and through the gate: 
the centre is on the right. The water meadows create a fantastic habitat and Barn Owls 
can often be seen hunting here.  Return the same way.  

St Mary’s Church, Wiveton 
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http://www.shellmuseum.org.uk/
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Distance 4.7 miles  
Time 2.5 hours (8 miles 4 hours 
long option) 
Start point Delicatessen bus 
stop. Grid ref OS map 251 
TG044437 
Public transport Delicatessen 
bus stop,  
New Road, Cley 
Services Coasthopper 
Hunstanton-Cromer or Sanders 46 
Holt-Wells  
Refreshments  
Cley: The Delicatessen and The 
Three Swallows public house 
Glandford: Art Café, Natural 
Surroundings Little Café in the 
Woods 
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